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Los fósiles son restos de criaturas o plantas que vivieron en la 
Tierra hace muchos, muchos años. Durante miles de años se han 
encontrado fósiles en rocas, acantilados y cerca de lagos. Ahora 

sabemos que algunos de esos fósiles eran de dinosaurios.

(O�PLVWHULR�GHO�
GLHQWH�*,*$17(

$QWLJXDPHQWH��OD�JHQWH�TXH�HQFRQWUDED�IyVLOHV�GH�JUDQ�WDPDxR�QR�
VDEtD�OR�TXH�HUDQ��$OJXQRV�SHQVDEDQ�TXH�HVRV�KXHVRV�HQRUPHV��SHUWHQHFtDQ�
D�JUDQGHV�DQLPDOHV�TXH�KDEtDQ�YLVWR�R�VREUH�ORV�TXH�KDEtDQ�OHtGR��FRPR�
KLSRSyWDPRV�R�HOHIDQWHV��6LQ�HPEDUJR��DOJXQRV�KXHVRV�TXH�OD�JHQWH�
HQFRQWUDED�HUDQ�GHPDVLDGR�JUDQGHV�LQFOXVR�SDUD�SHUWHQHFHU�DO�PiV�JUDQGH�
GH�ORV�KLSRSyWDPRV�R�GH�ORV�HOHIDQWHV��(VRV�KXHVRV�HQRUPHV�KLFLHURQ�TXH�
DOJXQDV�SHUVRQDV�FUH\HUDQ�HQ�ORV�JLJDQWHV��
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+DFH�FLHQWRV�GH�DxRV��HQ�)UDQFLD��XQ�KRPEUH�OODPDGR�%HUQDUG�3DOLVV\�
WXYR�RWUD�LGHD��(UD�XQ�IDPRVR�DOIDUHUR��(Q�XQD�RFDVLyQ�HQ�TXH�VH�GLVSRQtD�D�
KDFHU�VXV�YDVLMDV�GH�EDUUR��HQFRQWUy�PXFKRV�IyVLOHV�SHTXHxRV�HQ�OD�DUFLOOD��
(VWXGLy�ORV�IyVLOHV�\�HVFULELy�TXH�HUDQ�ORV�UHVWRV�GH�FULDWXUDV�YLYLHQWHV��(VWR�
QR�HUD�XQD�LGHD�QXHYD��6LQ�HPEDUJR��%HUQDUG�3DOLVV\�HVFULELy�WDPELpQ�TXH�
DOJXQDV�GH�HVWDV�FULDWXUDV�\D�QR�YLYtDQ�HQ�HO�SODQHWD��+DEtDQ�GHVDSDUHFLGR�
FRPSOHWDPHQWH��6H�KDEtDQ�H[WLQJXLGR�

¢2EWXYR�%HUQDUG�3DOLVV\�DOJXQD�UHFRPSHQVD�SRU�HVWH�GHVFXEULPLHQWR"�
£1R��/H�PHWLHURQ�HQ�OD�FiUFHO�SRU�VXV�LGHDV�

&RQ�HO�SDVR�GHO�WLHPSR��DOJXQDV�SHUVRQDV�HVWXYLHURQ��PiV�SUHSDUDGDV�
SDUD�DFHSWDU�QXHYDV�LGHDV�VREUH�FyPR�SRGtD�KDEHU�VLGR�HO�PXQGR�
DQWLJXDPHQWH�

0iV�DGHODQWH��HQ�OD�GpFDGD�GH�������VH�HQFRQWUy�XQ�HQRUPH�GLHQWH�IyVLO�
HQ�,QJODWHUUD��6H�FXHQWD�TXH�0DU\�$QQ�0DQWHOO��OD�HVSRVD�GHO�H[SHUWR�HQ�
IyVLOHV�*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO��KDEtD�VDOLGR�D�SDVHDU�FXDQGR�YLR�OR�TXH�SDUHFtD�VHU�

XQ�JUDQ�GLHQWH�GH�SLHGUD��0DU\�$QQ�
0DQWHOO�VXSR�TXH�HVH�JUDQ�GLHQWH�
HUD�XQ�IyVLO�\�VH�OR�OOHYy�D�FDVD�D�VX�
PDULGR�

&XDQGR�*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO�YLR�SRU�
SULPHUD�YH]�HO�IyVLO�GHO�GLHQWH��FUH\y�
TXH�KDEtD�SHUWHQHFLGR�D�XQ�KHUEtYRUR�
�TXH�FRPH�SODQWDV���SXHV�HUD�SODQR�
\�WHQtD�SLFRV��(VWDED�GHVJDVWDGR�GH�
PDVWLFDU�DOLPHQWRV��(UD�FDVL�WDQ�
JUDQGH�FRPR�XQ�GLHQWH�GH�HOHIDQWH��
3HUR�QR�VH�SDUHFtD�HQ�QDGD�DO�GLHQWH�
GH�XQ�HOHIDQWH�

'LEXMR�D�WDPDxR�UHDO�GHO�GLHQWH�IyVLO�
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,JXDQD

*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO�VH�GLR�FXHQWD�GH�TXH�ORV�WUR]RV�GH�URFD�XQLGRV�DO�
GLHQWH�HUDQ�PX\�DQWLJXRV��6DEtD�TXH�HUD�HO�WLSR�GH�URFD�HQ�OD�TXH�VH�
KDEtDQ�HQFRQWUDGR�IyVLOHV�GH�UHSWLOHV��¢(UD�SRVLEOH�TXH�HO�GLHQWH�KXELHUD�
SHUWHQHFLGR�D�XQ�UHSWLO�KHUEtYRUR�JLJDQWH�TXH�PDVWLFDED�ORV�DOLPHQWRV"�
¢8QD�FODVH�GH�UHSWLO�TXH�\D�QR�H[LVWtD�HQ�OD�7LHUUD"

*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO�HVWDED�FRQIXVR�VREUH�HO�GLHQWH�JLJDQWH��1LQJ~Q�UHSWLO�
GH�ORV�TXH�FRQRFtD�PDVWLFDED�ORV�DOLPHQWRV��/RV�UHSWLOHV�VH�WUDJDEDQ�ORV�
DOLPHQWRV�VLQ�PDVWLFDU�\�SRU�HVR�VXV�GLHQWHV�QR�VH�GHVJDVWDEDQ��(UD�XQ�
PLVWHULR�

*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO�OOHYy�HO�GLHQWH�D�XQ�PXVHR�GH�/RQGUHV�\�VH�OR�PRVWUy�
D�RWURV�FLHQWtÀFRV��1LQJXQR�HVWXYR�GH�DFXHUGR�FRQ�*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO�HQ�TXH�
SRGtD�WUDWDUVH�GHO�GLHQWH�GH�XQ�UHSWLO�JLJDQWH�

*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO�LQWHQWy�HQFRQWUDU�XQ�UHSWLO�TXH�WXYLHUD�XQ�GLHQWH�TXH�VH�
SDUHFLHUD�D�DTXHO�GLHQWH�JLJDQWH��'XUDQWH�PXFKR�WLHPSR�QR�HQFRQWUy�QDGD��
(QWRQFHV��XQ�GtD�VH�UHXQLy�FRQ�XQ�FLHQWtÀFR�TXH�HVWXGLDED�ODV�LJXDQDV��/D�
LJXDQD�HV�XQ�JUDQ�UHSWLO�KHUEtYRUR�TXH�KDELWD�HQ�$PpULFD�&HQWUDO�\�GHO�
6XU��3XHGH�FUHFHU�KDVWD�DOFDQ]DU�PiV�GH�GRV�PHWURV�GH�ODUJR��(O�FLHQWtÀFR�
PRVWUy�D�*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO�XQ�GLHQWH�GH�LJXDQD��£3RU�ÀQ��$Kt�HVWDED�HO�GLHQWH�
GH�XQ�UHSWLO�YLYR�TXH�VH�SDUHFtD�DO�GLHQWH�PLVWHULRVR��6yOR�TXH�HO�GLHQWH�IyVLO�
HUD�PXFKR��PXFKR�PD\RU��

'LEXMR�D�
WDPDxR�
UHDO�GH�XQ�

GLHQWH�GH�LJXDQD�GHO�
FXDGHUQR�GH�*LGHRQ�
0DQWHOO
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$KRUD��*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO�FUHtD�TXH�HO�IyVLO�KDEtD�SHUWHQHFLGR�D�XQ�DQLPDO�
TXH�VH�SDUHFtD�D�XQD�LJXDQD��6yOR�TXH�QR�PHGtD�GRV�PHWURV�GH�ODUJR��
£*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO�SHQVDED�TXH�PHGtD�WUHLQWD�PHWURV��/ODPy�D�HVWD�FULDWXUD�
,JXDQRGRQWH��TXH�VLJQLÀFD�´GLHQWH�GH�LJXDQDµ�

*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO�QR�WHQtD�XQ�HVTXHOHWR�FRPSOHWR�GH�,JXDQRGRQWH��6LQ�
HPEDUJR��LQWHQWy�LPDJLQDU�HO�DVSHFWR�TXH�WHQGUtD�D�SDUWLU�GH�ORV�KXHVRV�TXH�
KDEtD�UHFRJLGR�D�OR�ODUJR�GH�ORV�DxRV��3HQVDED�TXH�ORV�KXHVRV�PRVWUDEDQ�TXH�
OD�FULDWXUD�KDEtD�DQGDGR�D�FXDWUR�SDWDV��8Q�KXHVR�SXQWLDJXGR�FUHtD�TXH�HUD�
XQ�FXHUQR��'LEXMy�XQ�,JXDQRGRQWH�FRQ�XQ�FXHUQR�HQ�OD�QDUL]�

$VSHFWR�GH�XQ�,JXDQRGRQWH�VHJ~Q�*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO
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$xRV�PiV�WDUGH��VH�HQFRQWUDURQ�YDULRV�HVTXHOHWRV�HQWHURV�GH�
,JXDQRGRQWH��7HQtDQ�VyOR�XQRV�QXHYH�PHWURV�GH�ODUJR��/RV�KXHVRV�
PRVWUDEDQ�TXH�FDPLQDED�VREUH�VXV�SDWDV�WUDVHUDV�SDUWH�GHO�WLHPSR��<�OR�
TXH�*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO�SHQVDED�TXH�HUD�XQ�FXHUQR�HQ�OD�QDUL]��£HUD�HQ�UHDOLGDG�
XQ�SLQFKR�HQ�HO�´SXOJDUµ��%DVDGRV�HQ�HVWRV�GHVFXEULPLHQWRV��ORV�
FLHQWtÀFRV�FDPELDURQ�VXV�LGHDV�VREUH�TXp�DVSHFWR�WHQtD�HO�
,JXDQRGRQWH�

*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO�FRPHWLy�DOJXQRV�HUURUHV��
SHUR�WDPELpQ�KDEtD�KHFKR�XQ�LPSRUWDQWH�
GHVFXEULPLHQWR��'HVGH�VX�LGHD�LQLFLDO�GH�TXH�
HO�GLHQWH�IyVLO�SHUWHQHFtD�D�XQ�UHSWLO�
KHUEtYRUR��SDVy�PXFKRV�DxRV�
UHFRSLODQGR�GDWRV�\�SUXHEDV�
SDUD�GHPRVWUDU�TXH�VXV�LGHDV�
HUDQ�DFHUWDGDV��*UDFLDV�D�ODV�
FXLGDGRVDV�VXSRVLFLRQHV�TXH�
KL]R�D�OR�ODUJR�GH�VX�WUDEDMR��
*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO�IXH�XQR�GH�ORV�
SULPHURV�HQ�GHPRVWUDU�TXH�
KDFH�PXFKR�WLHPSR�KDELWDURQ�
HO�SODQHWD�UHSWLOHV�JLJDQWHV��<�
TXH��PiV�WDUGH��VH�H[WLQJXLHURQ�

&LHQWRV�GH�DxRV�DQWHV��%HUQDUG�3DOLVV\�KDEtD�VLGR�HQFDUFHODGR�SRU�GHFLU�
DSUR[LPDGDPHQWH�OR�PLVPR��6LQ�HPEDUJR�*LGHRQ�0DQWHOO�VH�KL]R�IDPRVR��
6X�GHVFXEULPLHQWR�KL]R�TXH�OD�JHQWH�VH�LQWHUHVDUD�SRU�VDEHU�PiV�DFHUFD�GH�
ORV�UHSWLOHV�JLJDQWHV�

(Q�������XQ�FLHQWtÀFR�OODPDGR�5LFKDUG�2ZHQ�GHFLGLy�TXH�HVWRV�UHSWLOHV�
H[WLQJXLGRV�QHFHVLWDEDQ�XQ�QRPEUH�SURSLR��/RV�OODPy�'LQRVDXULD��TXH�
VLJQLÀFD�´JUDQGHV�ODJDUWRV�WHUULEOHVµ��+R\�HQ�GtD�VH�OHV�OODPD�GLQRVDXULRV�

$VSHFWR�GH�XQ�,JXDQRGRQWH�VHJ~Q�ORV�
FLHQWtÀFRV�GH�KR\�HQ�GtD�


